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Nilliam Richard Motherwell 
1860-1943 
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The fourth son of a Lanark Cour 
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In 1022 Motherwell re-entered politi 


Adeline Rogers Motherwell 
1861 - 1905 


The Adeline Rogers was the daughter of an Ontario 


F a mil farmer who had settled near Carberry, Manitoba. 
BIg yen, When she married the young Bill Motherwell in 


1884, she was 23 and slim, with “olive skin, deep 


ey 


brown eyes and hair as black as the raven’s wing.” 


Her new home was a three-room log house built 
the year before on her husband’s homestead. Life 
in those early years was often hard. The young 
couple suffered the deaths of two children before 
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Robert Talmage Motherwell 
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Ontarions 


c 1886-88; 


The Ontarions believed that hard work, Christian 
living and individual enterprise were the only sure 
roads to prosperity. Their values were those of the 
A eee of HI ae. frees Gitte nineteenth century Ontarion middle-class; their 
| influence moulded the institutional 
framework-of Western Canada. 


6 PAA OL wed i 


To settle the West successfully, eastern farming 
methods had to be adapted to the West’s dry 
climate and short growing season. Research at 
Dominion Experimental Farms, established across 
the West after 1886, was a corner stone of the — 
scientific SS oe 
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Lanark Place 


The barn was the most important building (A) 
on Motherwell’s farm. The massive Ontario- 
style structure was built in two phases. 
The stone basement was used for ten years 
as a stable before the wooden super 
structure was added in 1907. 


The dugout was Motherwell’s answer to the (B) 
water shortage at Lanark Place. He excavated 
a large depression and piled the soil on 
either side. When winter winds blew in from 
the more exposed north and west sides, 
snow was deposited in the dugout. Trees and 
bushes were also planted in the quadrant to 
help trap as much snow as possible. In the 
spring, the meltwater became the farm’s 
water supply. 


The pump was fed solely by the dugout. 
The water percolated and filtered through 
a sand and gravel vein between the dugout 
and the pump. 


The implement shed stored many of the 
farm’s vehicles and equipment. 


The garden was located in the lowest part 
of the property, where it would collect 
surplus water. Each year, half the garden 
was left fallow. 


Each of the fence lines was constructed with 
a specific purpose in mind.Ornamental fenc- 
ing was used in front of the house, page wire 
was used throughout the farm as a whole, 
and board fence separated the barnyard from 
the more residential portions of Lanark Place. 
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(G) The granaries were used to store grain until 
it could be cleaned and transported to the 
railway for shipment to market. 


(H) Motherwell designed the work yard as an 
enclosed area where activities such as 
threshing, preparation of grain and fodder, 
and work on equipment could be done in 

relative comfort. 


(1) Around 1911, Motherwell bought a Garr 
Scott Big Cylinder ‘Tiger’ threshing machine 
to improve the efficiency of his operation. 
The Case threshing machine now on the site 
was probably brought to the farm during the 
First World War. 


(J) Lovers’ Lane - Manitoba maple and 
chokecherry trees line this small roadway, 
which separated the ornamental areas of 
Lanark Place from the work yard. 


(K) The area just north of the house served a 
variety of purposes. Potatoes and corn were 
sometimes planted here, and during the 
1930s, Motherwell turned it into an orchard. 


(L) Motherwell hired Adam Cantelon, 
a local stone mason, to construct the large 
Italianate-style house from stones Motherwell 
himself had collected from his fields and 
Pheasant Creek Coulee. 


“ (M) The ornamental gardens reflected the 
formality of Victorian society. Laid out in 
geometric fashion, the flowerbeds contained 
nasturtiums, phlox and lupines. Various 
flowering bushes and trees highlighted this 
decorative portion of Motherwell’s farm. 


Quadrant System 


Lanark Place was laid out in quadrants. 
Each had its own purpose and was sepa 


onpintive cost, became obsolete. 


Seager Wheeler 

the draft horse was fie primary Seager Wheeler was a Rosthern area farmer who 
source of power on most prairie farms. rned the title World Wheat King for his research 
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of the quadrants. Prbiacted c on fous sides 
by shelter belt plantings, it provided an 


excellent location for growing most of nC , 
family’s fruit: and vegetables. 
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| _ Motherwell s social position within the 
‘community. 
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As Saskatchewan's Mini er of Agriculture, W. R. 


Spreadin 
preaains 


a y 
POAC LAMAA ae 


‘0 


ea 


ion, 
Parks Canada 


er Farming Train was Motherwell’s unique anette 
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SHAUGHN USS Y—"'Say, Bill, there ain't no Water in this Stork.” 
MACKENZIE—“No, and this cow don’t need ne Bond Guarantee.” 
HAYS-—''So, boss, 


{ likes cream in my tea, too, boys,” 
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HIB T St ONE 


For his years of service and dedication as provincial 
theYe a rsoi Minister of Agriculture, W. R. Motherwell was 
g 5 admired by colleagues and constituents alike. 
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First Saskatchewan Government, c.1905: 
Motherwell Collection, Parks Canada 
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As Minister of Agrict ire from 1922 - 25 and 1926 - 
30, Motherwell standardized grading systems for all 


| James G. Gardiner and W.R. Motherwell, 
| post 1930; Motherwell Collection, 


Herd System to help eliminate tuberculosis in | fo cade 


cattle. He persuaded M: ckenzie King to reduce the _ 
tariff on imported agricultural implements and | 
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Builds log house and breaks 25 acres with a 
of oxen and plough 


Tas 45 acres rail fenced, makes entry for 
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